
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA – Vol-
unteers filled sandbags and 
homeowners began mov-
ing things out of their base-
ments on Saturday, and one 
small town evacuated about 
100 homes in preparation for 
flooding along the Cedar River. 

The river is expected to 
crest Tuesday in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa’s second largest city with 
a population of about 130,000. 
But with more rain Saturday 
night, officials there warned 
people to evacuate downtown 
areas of the city near the river 
by 8 p.m. Sunday.

“We have emergency per-
sonnel who can help you if 
needed,” Cedar Rapids Mayor 
Ron Corbett said Saturday. 
“They’ll risk their lives for you. 
But we don’t want them to risk 
their lives.”

At the Cedar Valley Mon-
tessori School in downtown 
Cedar Rapids on Friday, about 
100 volunteers  helped move all 
the school equipment above 
the ground floor.

Stacy Cataldo, head of the 
school, said that many remem-
ber how flooding damaged the 
school in 2008 and don’t want 
that to happen again. “We’re 
applying those lessons as we 
move forward,” she said.

Just upriver in the small 
town of Palo, about 100 
homes in low-lying areas were 
 evacuated Saturday.

Palo City Clerk Trisca Dix 
said that the mandatory evacu-
ation in the town of about 1,000 
took place Saturday afternoon 
before the river was expected 
to crest Sunday night at 24.5 
feet.

Mayor Tom Yock said that 
volunteers and work crews 
scrambled Saturday to pro-
tect as much as possible of the 
town, which was devastated by 
record flooding in 2008.

Many people moved their 
belongings to the upper levels 
of their homes and built sand-
bag barriers before evacuating.

“We’re just trying to be 
more proactive than we were 
in ’08, trying to save as many 
homes as we can,” Yock said.

In Cedar Falls, about 55 miles 
upriver from Cedar Rapids, 
Lynn Hoth was among a group 
of volunteers who spent Friday 
filling sandbags and building 
flood barriers. “Last time, we 
were an island for three days 
and we couldn’t get in or out,” 
Hoth said referring to the 2008 
flood, which caused billions of 
dollars in damage.
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Cedar Rapids braces 
for major flooding Nonprofit creates housing 

for homeless veterans in a 
most ingenious way.

By DOUG SMITH  
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES - The ship-
ping container made one trip 
from Asia loaded with dry 
goods.

From the harbor it was 
trucked to a small factory 
beside the Los Angeles River 
in Elysian Valley. There it 
made a 400-foot journey along 
an assembly line where more 
than 40 workers cut, welded, 
wrenched and nailed until it 
emerged eight days later with 
wallboard, windows, electri-
cal wiring and plumbing.

On Wednesday, encased 
in shrink wrap, the container 
was unloaded from a truck 
onto a vacant lot in Orange 
County, one of 54 prefabri-
cated modules that will arrive 
over the next two weeks.

They will be joined three 
to a unit and stacked to form 
a two-story, 16-unit apart-
ment building for homeless 
 veterans.

Over the decades, the goal 
of housing homeless peo-
ple quickly and cheaply has 
spawned desperate ideas: 
tent cities, geodesic domes 
and micro shacks. All have 
proved to be neither perma-
nent nor palatable.

Permanent and homelike
Now an Orange County, 

Calif., nonprofit hopes that 
used shipping containers can 
provide shelter that is quick 
and economical but also per-
manent and homelike.

American Family Housing, 
a nonprofit that builds hous-
ing and provides services 
for the homeless, is creating 
California’s first shipping-
container apartment building.

The project comes at a time 
when the number of homeless 
people in Orange County is 
estimated at more than 15,000, 
up from fewer than 13,000 two 
years ago. Growing homeless 

encampments in the Santa 
Ana civic center and along the 
banks of the Santa Ana River 
have raised a public outcry.

Though the project, called 
Potter’s Lane, will admittedly 
serve only a tiny portion of 
that need, American Family 
Housing’s chief executive, 
Donna Gallup, expects it to 
inspire many others.

With a modern wood-and-
glass facade designed by SVA 
Architects, the structure will 
reveal little of its origin in the 
graveyard of shipping con-
tainers at L.A. Harbor.

“We are not putting people 
in shipping containers,” Gal-
lup said. “We are putting them 
in housing — very energy-
efficient, very structurally 
strong, very beautiful multi-
family housing. It happens to 
be that the materials that will 
build that housing are ship-
ping containers.”

Modifying shipping con-
tainers to house homeless 
people seems like a natural.

The raw materials are plen-
tiful, with tens of thousands of 
idle containers stacked at the 
port. The turnaround can be 

quick, and, despite their hum-
ble origins, containers can be 
fashioned into pleasant living 
spaces.

Among the drawbacks that 
have discouraged develop-
ers is that containers are not 
designed for multistory con-
struction. American Family 
Housing is collaborating on 
the Potter’s Lane project with 
a Los Angeles manufactur-
ing company, GrowthPoint 
Structures, which developed 
a proprietary solution for the 
structural weakness.

GrowthPoint, which also 
builds classrooms from con-
tainers, has obtained approval 
of its modular system for mul-
tifamily construction from 
the California Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development.

The approval, a first, will 
allow GrowthPoint to build 
in any community without 
review of the modules by local 
building officials.

And the glut of containers 
allows GrowthPoint’s buyer 
to have the pick of those that 
have made only one trip. 

Gallup said she embraced 

the system in the hope of pio-
neering faster, less costly hous-
ing that could be replicated 
across the region. “Imagine a 
16-unit project is being created 
in the factory in just over three 
months,” she said.

Project to open in January
The project ,  which 

obtained site approval last 
December, has taken longer 
than planned, but not because 
of construction.

The holdup was getting the 
property, a vacant lot next to 
American Family Housing’s 
Midway City headquarters, 
through the local approval 
process.

Even so, if the project 
opens on schedule in Janu-
ary, it would be less than six 
months after groundbreaking, 
unusually fast for a 16-unit 
apartment project.

And Gallup believes that 
the steel construction will 
far outlast wood framing. 
“We want to put people in a 
beautiful home that for the 
long term of this agency, long 
after I am gone, will still be 
here,” she said.

Home sweet shipping container

IRFAN KHAN • Los Angeles Times
A shipping container converted into modular housing for chronically homeless veterans was 
lifted to a lot adjacent to the American Family Housing headquarters in Midway City, Calif.

BRIAN POWERS • Des Moines Register via AP 
Matt Rowell, left, and Ben Bowman pumped water out of 
 Rowell’s basement on Friday in Shell Rock, Iowa. Authorities in 
several Iowa cities mobilized resources to handle flooding.
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Some who disagree with the Catholic Church want you to believe that a person can be a “good Catholic” and be pro-

abortion. But nothing could be further from the truth. Bishops from across the nation have denounced the recent

deceptive advertisements from a dissident group calling itself “Catholics for Choice.” Just read how the Minnesota

Catholic Conference responded to the ad.

Here are the facts, based upon authentic Catholic teaching:

 Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment
of conception (CCC 2270).

 Direct abortion is never a morally tolerable option. It is always a grave
act of violence against a woman and her unborn child (Living the Gospel
of Life, USCCB, 1998).

 Formal co-operation in an abortion constitutes a grave offence. The
Church attaches the canonical penalty of excommunication to this crime
against human life (CCC 2272).

 A Catholic cannot vote for a candidate who favors a policy promoting an
intrinsically evil act, such as abortion… (USCCB Faithful Citizenship).

Catholic social teaching always seeks to protect the most vulnerable

members of our society. And who is more vulnerable than a mother and

her unborn child?

Minnesota Catholic Conference statement concerning
today’s “Catholics for Choice” national ad campaign
September 12, 2016

A recent full-page advertisement in the Star Tribune, paid for by a national group calling
themselves “Catholics for Choice,” woefully misrepresents the noble Catholic social justice
tradition. By calling for public funding of abortion, “Catholics for Choice” disregards the
need to defend vulnerable human life in all its stages—a principle at the core of authentic
social justice.

If there is a desire to help a woman in need who is facing an unplanned pregnancy,
the solution as a society is to provide her with the resources and support she needs to
care for her child—not help her dispose of it. Pope Francis has repeatedly condemned
such a mentality as part of the throwaway culture that attacks the dignity of the weak
and vulnerable because they seem inconvenient and make a claim upon our care and
resources.

Furthermore, the ad itself makes no effort to ground its claims in any authoritative source
of the Catholic faith, which is rooted in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and is pro-
claimed by the Church. It fails to do so because the actual teachings of the Catholic faith
embrace a consistent ethic of life from conception to natural death, and categorically con-
demn abortion as an act of violence against the most innocent and defenseless among us.

“Since the first century, the Church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion,”
the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 2271) tells us. “This teaching has not changed
and remains unchangeable.” The “Catholics for Choice” ad fails to acknowledge this truth of
our faith, and instead presents Catholicism as something purely subjective, which in turn
can be twisted and distorted to defend any indefensible position. The ad also offers a false
choice between caring for women and caring for the unborn.We must love them both.

In response to this misleading ad, Minnesota Catholics are encouraged to support one of
the many pregnancy resource services in our state, which do incredible work to care for
both mothers and children in a manner consistent with true social justice. Here are just a
few local services that you might consider supporting:

• Abria Pregnancy Resources
• TLC Options for Women
• The Philomena House
• Catholic Charities, Diocese of Winona
• Birthright of Minnesota




